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     can love survive when your  
              man has a different religion,  
  speaks a different language  
          or—sorry, mami!—isn’t latino?   
                                     By Michelle Arean 

Culture  
Clashes!

love guideThe
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LiLyvania & Thomas

“He was 
overwhelmed  
by my family.”
Lilyvania Mikulski, 30, is  
Nicaraguan; Thomas Mikulski,  
32, is Polish. They’ve been  
married two years, four months.

At the beginning of their 
relationship, Thomas didn’t 

understand why Latino friends and 
family were so involved in each 
other’s lives. “I’m close to my mom, 
and at first he was shocked by how 
much my mom and my brothers all 
know about each other,” Lilyvania 
says. “He understands it now, and 
actually calls my parents himself.” 

 LiLyvania’s advice: “Take the 
things you like the most about each 
culture and make them bigger. For 
example, Thomas loves Sunday dinners 
with my parents. Then minimize the 
annoying ones. You’ll be surprised how 
much easier your life is.”

the love guide
relationships
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adriana & david

“I don’t speak 
Spanish—but  
he does.”
Adriana Deben, 29, is Cuban  
American; David Sanchez  
Casero, 36, is Catalan, raised in 
Barcelona. They’ve been married 
three-and-a-half years.

Adriana and David ran into 
conflicts as a result of having 

been raised on different continents. 
“With the regional difference comes  
cultural ones—Spanish is not my first 
language, so communication isn’t as 
easy—and the perception of how life 
should be lived,” she explains. For 
example, he has a more laid-back 
European approach to career versus 
her passion for work, and they have 
conflicting political views. “We 
overcame by not taking these debates 
personally,” she says.

 adriana’s advice: “It’s easy to 
judge people’s opinions about things 
based on our idea of how things should 
be. Understand that people grow up in 
different places and those influences 
shape who they are today.”

ayLeen & doug

“Our upbringings 
were wildly 
different.”
Ayleen Wolfe, 30, is Cuban 
American from Miami; Doug  
Wolfe, 30, is from Chicago.  
They’ve been married for five years. 

Ayleen and Doug have had to 
navigate competing life 

philosophies. “My family has always 
cared about what other people think, 
while his family is very ‘live and let 
live,’ ” Ayleen explains. Also, the 
importance of living close to family 
was impressed upon Ayleen in a way 
it hadn’t been for Doug. So when the 
couple moved from Miami to 
Chicago, it wasn’t easy at first. 
“Latinos value staying close to their 
family to the point where going away 
to college is not a given,” she says. 
“Now that I have been gone three 
years, they understand that we are 
doing much better in Chicago. It’s still 
hard for them, especially when they 
drop us off at the airport.”

 ayLeen’s advice: “Try to walk  
in the other person’s shoes. Really  
try to understand where they are 
coming from. Don’t get angry—look  
for a compromise instead.”

mirna & igor

“We had religious differences.”
Mirna Gisselle Dominguez, 34, is Dominican and  
Catholic; Igor Kosoy, 37, is Ukrainian and Jewish. They’ve 
been married for three-and-a-half years.

At first, Mirna’s parents had trouble accepting Igor 
because of his religion. “When my mother found out  

[I was dating a Jewish man], I got prayers of the Virgin Mary 
posted to my bedroom door,” she says. It wasn’t until her father 
pointed out to her mom that she herself doesn’t attend Mass 
regularly that they became more supportive. Mirna has since 
converted to Judaism, and on the flip-side describes Igor as 
Dominican at heart. “The Russian culture and the Hispanic 
culture share a lot of similarities,” she explains.  

 mirna’s 
advice:  
“Marriage is  
about respect, 
communication 
and compromises. 
For example,  
when deciding to 
convert, I said,  
‘I’m not giving up  
Christmas trees!’ 
So we call it a  
New Year’s tree.”

        When my mother found out [I was dating a 
Jewish man], I got prayers of the Virgin Mary posted 
to my bedroom door.‘‘ ‘‘

Coming from 
different cultures 

doesn’t need to 
be a relationship 
stumbling block.


